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Thegreat Victory which God hath 
giuen pnto 8. Holland ſhips, intheir paſiage 
towards the Eaſt Indies, againſt 17. 
great Spaniſh ſhippes, on the 


firſt of Aprill 1613. 


Hereas of late there hath 
| beene a commotion inthe 
Sit vnited Prouinces of the 

NM Neatherlands, vnder the 
command of his Princely 
[ENCE My cxcellence, Count Maurice 
of Naſſaw, and the Lords generall ſtates there- 
of, by men of all qualities andconditions v- 
ſing theartof nauigation intodiuverſe and ſun- 
drie other maritime parts; Itis thought fit and 
conuenient, by the ſayd moſt Princely Excel- 
lency, andLords fates, forchegencrallvgood 
of their ſaid goucrnments, andicformation of 
abuſes concerning the ſayd Sea-faring men,to 
ena and decree by thele their Edits or Pro- 
clamations as followeth. 
A 3 That 
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 Thatithe ſayd moit Princely Excellency 
Coupe Maurice,.and the ſaid generall Eſtates do 
by theſetheirEgdiasor proclamations ordaine 
and command that inall the prouinces, cit- 


ries, towns,Couernments or places of their do- 


minions, that noe man, -what-ſo-cuer , v- 
ſing the Art of nauigation, preſume to im- 
ploy himſclfe in any ſhippeor ſhipping apper- 
raining or any way belonging to any forraine 
prince or potentate whatſocuer , and more 0- 
uer that all thoſe that hauc heretofore, before 


theſe our Edits or proclamations imployed 
-themſelues in any forraine ſeruiceat Sea, forth 


of our vnited goucrnements, dowith all ſpeed 
and dilligence ,vponthe notice of theſe our E- 
dis orproclamations, repaire toortovards 
ourſayd vnited prouinces, cittics, Townes or 
dominions within the ſpaceof three months, 
next enſuing theſe our Edits, vpon paine of 
confiſcationof life, lands & goods:and morc- 


- ouer wedo,by theſe our Edidts,ſtrickly charge 


the parents, kinſfolkes or friends of the ſaid 


| Nauigators, imployed in the ſeruice of any 


Prince, ſtate,or potentate,forth of our domini- 
ons,to giue (with all poſlible ſpeed ) notice to 
E- their 
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their ſaid parents, kinſtolkes or friends im- 
ploid inany forrain ſeruiceatſeatomaketheir 
ſpeedy repaire forth of the ſaid forraigne im- 
ploymentsintothe dominions, teritories, cit- 
ties, or toiwnes of our ſaid vnited provinces 
within the terme of three monchs aboue ſaid, 
as they wil be hereafter anſwerabletherevnto. 
And thatthe world may take notice of thene- 
ceſſity of our iuſt proceeding herein, theſeare 
to give them to vnderſtand that it is to pre- 
uent, as nere as.in vslyeth, the imployment 
of our moſt expert Pilots and Marriners in o= 
ther dominions, which could not in timeto 
come but proue very preiudiciall to our ſaid. 
vnited prouinces. 

Moreouer hereby wegiue noticethat his 
Maicſty the King of great Brittaine hauing 
given leaue to his ſubic&s to ſend a fleetefor 
the diſcouery of certaine lands depending 
vponthe1ndies ; where Chriſtians neuerbe- 

fore inhabited , and that they his ſaid ſubie&s 
at their great coſt and charges. by the pru- 
dence, valour, and Magnariimity of diuers 
" valiant anddifcreet commanders haue attai- 


" ned the poſſeſſion of: certaige'of the:ſayd I: 


lands, 
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lands, forcing the Sauage people(by tlicir va- 
lour and courage ) to retire farre vp into the 
Countty , and withall building fortreiles and 
townes, inhabiting chem with men , women 
and children of all profetſions , prouiding for 
them all necellary prouiſions for the vic of 
Maa,as houſes to dwell in, oxen, kine, horſes, 
ſheepe, goates, and all other ſortes of lining 
thinges conuenient;withallnecefſary ſupplies 
there-ynto belonging ; which his Maicfty of 
Spaine percciuing ( being informed that the 
Countries and Llands which his maicitics ſub- 
ics of great Brittaine ſought after, were like 
roproucrich, fruitfull, and floriſhing, and 
withall that they were a dependency of the 
Continent of America, commonly called the 
Indies) ſoughtby all meanes poſlibleto pre- 
 uentand hinder theplantation of the Engliſh 
intheſayd countries and llands,and therefore 
hecauſed a great flecte to bee prepared; conſi- 
ſting of Caracks, Gallyons, Hulkes , Pynaces 
 andother farts of ſhipping, tothe number of 
_ _; ſeauenteeneſayle, wellprouided with all ftore 


of Munitionforwarre, as ordnance, ſhotand 


poulder,ful ſtuft with marriners and ſouldiers, 
a 
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all which fleet ( by thecommand of his ſayd 
Maiefty of Spaine) ſet ſayle(attheir appoin- 
ted time)out of Spaine for their intended voy- 
age of the Indies, hoping to preuent the de- 
{1gnes of their enemies,but as the ſequel ſhew- 
eth it prooued far otherwiſe withthem, 
[N the yeare 1612, laſtpaſtthere went out of 

Holland and Zealand for the Eaſt Indies 
eight very fayre, great, and ſirong ſhippes, 
which mecting together at Englands end, 
tooketheircourſeto further their voiage with- 
all ſpeedepoſlible. 

And in ſhorte time they came vnderthe 
Salt Iflandes where they ſpycd many Sayles 
ſhewing tobe of great burdens, which was the 
afore ſayd Spaniſh fleete. T he Hollanders, 
hauing deſcried them, held on ftill rheirright 
courſe which the Spaniards ſecing came 
with full ſayles vpon the Hollanders , for 
they had the winde with them : The Hol- 
landers, not thinking, or hauing any purpoſe 
to fight , yet ſeeing they could not beeryd of 
theSpaniſh fleete, prepared themſelues forthe 
fight. Atthefirſt aproach the Spaniſh Admi- 
 rallcameſo fiercely vpon them, ſhooting with 


all 


_ 


A late Sea fobt; 
all the terrible fury that could be imagined : 
whichthe Holland Admirall perceiuing tur- 

ned his (hippe and got aboue the winde, the 
Spaniards {till mocking and ſcothng ar him, 
but the Hollands. Admirall with his fore- 

eeces of greate ordinance {hot him quite 
through from the hinder-part of the Admirall 
ſhip through the fore-part and preſently di{- 
charged all che ordhances of his own ſhip vp- 
the ſaid Spaniith Admirall,and turning his ſhip 
diſcharged like-wiſe the a whole ſide vp- 
on him and ſhotſo terribly that the bloud in 
the Spaniſh Admirall ran out of the ſcupper 
holes. At which time another Gallion com- 
ming toaſliſt the ſayd Spanith Admrall in- 
tangled her-ſelfe in the great tackle of the Ad- 
mirall ſo that hee being all on fire, did ſinke 
and the Gallioa alſo with him. 

Then the Hollanders Admirall wentto aſſiſt 
his Vice-admirall:, which moſt valiantly was 
fighting with two Spaniſh ſhippes, whereaf- 
ter many thundering peales of Ordnance, on 
both ſides interchanged, the Spaniards ha- 
uing many ſlaine out-right, and many ſore 
wounded, began to faint, nd yeeld ; which 


the 
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the Hollanders perceiuing , entred into theſe 
two ſhips and caſt them all oucr boord,poſleſ- 


ling themſelues of all that vvas contained 


in them, vvhich amounted to a very great 
ſumme, they being very richly laden. 

In themeane time, the other fixe Holland 
fhips were fighting , likewiſe, with the other 
Spaniſh ſhips, and moſt valiantly defended 
themſelues with vehement ſhooting, ſoas the 
very Sea ſeemed to haue been on fire; Many 
of the Spaniſh ſhippes were firea and ſunke: 
but not one of the Hollanders , onely ſome 
fewe men flaine and ſome wounded ; One of 
the Holland ſhips had boorded the Spaniſh 
Vice-admirall and caſt all ouer boord, where 
they likewiſe got great ſtore of treaſure and ri. 
ches. 

This terrible fight begunneat nine of the 
clock in the morning, during all that day and 
the next day vntill eucning , the Holland 
{hips got for prize and bootie aboue 3. tunnes 
of golde, beſides all other cofily wares : but 
the honour and praiſe of this Roman deed is 
greater, inthat 8. Holland ſhips, haue ouer- 
come 17, well manned Gallions of the migh- 
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A late Sea fight, 
tie King of Spaine, that did ſo little eſteeme 
and regard the Holland ſhips and men. 

__ Afﬀeerthis furious and dreadfull fight, the 
Hollanders Admirall (with aduiſe and coun- 
ſellof all the oficers and ſhip-companie) cau- 
ſed the prize, bootieandpilledze to be diuided 
and diſtributed to euery man according to ris 
ranke and place, or merit and deſert : Thepil- 
lage was ſogrear,that cuery ordinary man had 
to his ſhare wholearmefuls of filkes, veluets, 
cloathes ready made, with diuerſeotherrich 
commodities. 

Thus hauing given thanks to God, whois 
thegiuer of victories, relieued their hurt and 
mayned men, and repayred what was moft 
needfull in their ſhipping, with merry hearts 
forthe atchieuement of ſogreata victory,they 
continued on their former courſefor the per- 
formance of their intended voyagetothe Eaſt 
Indies. 

_ By this you may perceiuethat victory con- 
ſiſts notin multitudes, and therefore with this 
admonition to all men in generall, burmore 
particularly toallthoſe that vſe the fea, I vvill 
concludethisrelation : thatthey neitherglory 
Or 
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or preſume vpon their numbers, or ſtrength, 
but haue recourſe ro him who doth and euer 
will ſpare the humble and beate downe the 
roud, : 
God of his infinite goodneſle and merc 
who isthe goucrnor of land and ſea, ſo ftcare 
there courſc,and dire their purpoſes, that, to 
his glory,the honour and profit of their coun- 
try, theioy and comfort of their wiues, chil- 
dren,and friends,they may returnetotheir 
delired home with proſperous 
and ſpeedy ſuccefle 


Amen. 


